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by Thomas Foster
Every year, mi l l ions of 

Amer i cans pu rchase some 
variation of Pepperidge Farm 
cubed stuffing at their local 
grocery store to feast upon at their 
Thanksgiving dinner. A short time 
later, those millions of people are 
presented with a r id iculous 
oxymoron to throw a wrench in 
their cooking plans. If people 
closely read the instructions label 
on the bag, it instructs people to 
cook their vegetables (onions and 
celery) until they are “tender-
crisp.” Now that begs the question, 
what exactly does tender-crisp 
mean? To answer this, one must 
first look at the definitions of both 

words. Tender is easy to cut or 
chew, while if something is crisp, it 
is firm, dry, and brittle. So, the 
question then becomes, how does 
one concoct something that 
embodies both seemingly opposite 
adjectives? Would you cook the 
vegetables until they are so brittle 
that they can easily be chewed? 
Or would that make them so brittle 
they were hard to cut?  And how 
can something that is brittle and 
dry be easy to chew and cut? 

This awful mind game wastes 
valuable time in the Thanksgiving 
k i tchens of the mi l l ions o f 
Americans who purchase these 
products. Can you imagine how 
much food is burnt and destroyed 
while cooks waste their time trying 

to figure out the cryptic directions 
of one of the more lackluster 
dishes on the table? And how 
many arguments are started over 
the proper amount of cooking for a 
handful of onions and a couple 
stalks of celery? Couldn’t there be 
a less confusing way of describing 
these elusive, properly prepared 
vegetables? Maybe tender-firm? 
Firm suggests that something is 
solid, but not necessarily dry or 
brittle, the way crisp does. I truly 
don’t know the answer to this age-
old cooking dilemma, but I am 
relatively sure that cooking your 
onions and celery in a pool of 
butter for about 5 minutes works 
just fine.

Tender Crisp: The Oxymoron of the 
Season, and What It Means for You
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by Alex Hoffman 

Many of us think that Thanksgiving 
meals are all the same throughout the US, 
but that’s not always true. Some foods that 
we eat in Pennsylvania are unknown to 
many others. For example, most Americans 
have heard of stuffing and often have it on 
Thanksgiving, but in many places in the 
country, stuffing is not familiar. In the south, 
some common Thanksgiving recipes are 
deviled eggs, sweet potato pie, and honey 
glazed ham. While those recipes are 
common for some families in Pennsylvania, 
they don’t usually describe the ideal family 
Thanksgiving. Apple pie salsa with 
cinnamon sugar chips, Greek stuffed acorn 

squash, and Parmesan wasabi mashed 
potatoes are popular in the West. The 
traditional Indian Thanksgiving includes 
recipes like roasted sweet corn, wild salmon 
poached in seawater, and wild rice with 
cranberries. Over the years, those original 
recipes have been modified and changed 
throughout the different cultures and 
regions in this country. Many people change 
the recipes and add different spices and 
ingredients to add their own special touch to 
the foods that the Indians and pilgrims gave 
to us. We have them to thank for our 
beloved holiday known for giving thanks 
and enjoying the company of the ones we 
love. Happy Thanksgiving!

Riley Dauber reviews Thor: Ragnarok.               
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by Vanessa Camille

What's this, what's this? 
There's something in the air. 
What's this, what's this? There's 
cuffing everywhere. 

C u f fi n g 
season is a 
n a t u r a l 
phenomenon 
observed in 
the northern 
region of the 
cont inenta l 
U n i t e d 
S t a t e s . 
Dur ing the 
f a l l a n d 
w i n t e r 
months, the 
m a l e a n d 
female teens 
of the region 
annually flock together for a 
temporary cour tsh ip . These 
mammals are highly social and 
with the isolation that snow, ice, 
hail, and rain cause, they need 
another person to help weather the 

storm. In hotter regions like the 
South and Hawaii, the humidity 
a n d h e a t 
p roduce an 
inverse and 
adverse effect 
(“The United 
S t a t e s o f 
Cuffin'"). The 
h i g h e r t h e 
temperature, 
the less social 
a n d m o r e 
a g g r e s s i v e 
Homo sapien 
sapien tends 
to be. 

The term cuffing originates 
f r o m t h e 

col loquial 
E n g l i s h 
term "'cuff 
‘ e m , ” 
oftentimes 
said by a 
p o l i c e 
o f fi c e r 
b e f o r e 
arresting a 
s u s p e c t 
a n d 
b i n d i n g 
t h e i r 
hands. The 
metaphor 

is extended 
into the seasonal namesake 
because the adolescent humans 
bind themselves in a strong 
monogamous bond.*

These bonds may be strong, 
but they do not endure. As the 

e n v i r o n m e n t 
b e c o m e s 
m o r e 
we lcoming 
and the lush 
vege ta t ion 
r e t u r n s 
dur ing the 
spring, the 
c u f fi n g 
disintegrates 
and a spring 
fever takes 
hold in their 
fickle hearts 

(Cuffing Season: The Bae-sics). A 
restlessness and urge to be 
untethered blossoms in the minds 
and the cuffing partners part ways. 
The behavior during this season is 
driven by hormonal surges in many 
partners. 

Is cuffing season observed in 
this community? 

According to a poll that I 
conducted on Instagram, when 
asked whether or not they were 
cuffed this cuffing season, 59% of 
people responded affirmatively. 
The percentage is unseasonably 
low. However, if one takes into 
account the recent aberrations in 
temperature such as it being 70° 
earlier this month, the full effect of 
cuffing has not been allowed to 
take place.

*Being in a relationship is 
delineated as year-round cuffing. 

 You Have 
the Right 
to Remain 
Cuffed
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      by Grace Diehl

That’s right—Halloween has 
just ended and with it comes an 
end to spooky season. Some may 
mourn this tragic ending, but most 
see it as a new beginning: the 
beginning of Christmas! Now don’t 
get me wrong, I love Christmas 
just as much as the next person, 
but everyone seems to forget one 
of the best holidays in my opinion, 
Thanksgiving! Thanksgiving is one 
of my favorite holidays because it 
gives us a chance to reflect on our 
lives and realize how much we 
have to be thankful for. Also, there 
is great food, but that’s not as 
important. Whether it’s our families 
or our friends or even just that we 
have the chance to go to school 
and get an education, there is a lot 
to be thankful for. Unfortunately, 
as many of you know, many 
people around the world don’t 
have these luxuries. Let’s help 
these people by taking a little of 
our time to consider them around 
the holidays. To help with this, I 
have provided three organizations: 
the Humane Society, which helps 
with disaster relief after hurricanes 
and such, Operation Gratitude, 
which sends letters and care 
packages to veterans, and 
Feeding America, which sends 
money to help to provide the 
homeless with a Thanksgiving 
meal. Anything you give would 
help these people so much! Thank 
you!
The	Humane	Society	(natural	disaster	
relief)	
www.humanesociety.org/	
Opera=on	Gra=tude	(veterans	le@ers)	
www.opera=ongra=tude.com	
Feeding	 America	 (thanksgiving	 meal	
for	the	homeless)	
www.feedingamerica.org/

by Joe Cullen

T a k i n g 1 1 A P s a s a 
sophomore, Wyomissing student 
Ricky Newhouse voiced h is 
displeasure with Wyomissing’s lack 
of Advanced Placement classes. 
He wrote in a press statement to 
The Chariot, “Wyomissing shackles 

my intellectual curiosity by 
offer ing only 22 Advanced 
Placement courses.”

N e w h o u s e , w h o 
purportedly 
h o l d s a 
2 0 0 I Q 
according 
t o h i s 
m o t h e r , 
s t a r t e d 

t a k i n g A P 
classes only 
this year. But 
his mother, 
L i n d a 
Newhouse, 
questions the schedule restrictions 
put upon her son by the school 
district: “How can I expect my son 

to get valedictorian by a full GPA 
point if he can’t take an AP over 
lunch and AP Physical Education?”

An anonymous school 
s o u r c e 
responded 
by stating 
t h a t 
Newhouse 
s t rugg led 
to maintain 
p a s s i n g 
grades in 
1 1 A P 
c l a s s e s . 
M r s . 
Newhouse 

could not be reached for further 
comment.

Wyomissing 
Student 

Pushes for 
More AP 
Classes

How to 
Help for 

the 
Holidays



by Sophia Rivera

It’s a timeless tradition which 
has swept through the world: Santa. 
With his white, fluffy beard and 
unmatchable red suit, his myth 
warms its way into children’s hearts. 
Although there’s no question that 
Santa fulfills the lives of children for 
a certain period of time, what about 
after the truth is broken?

A Professor of Pediatrics and 
Psychiatry at the Boston University 
School of Medicine claims that 
“parents worry that they will have to 
break the news to their children and 
shatter their whole vision of 
Christmas. However, many children 
come to this realization on their own 
around age seven or eight,” Siegel 
says. “And when they do, they are 
basically unscathed.” Speaking from 
my past experience, I would have to 
agree with Mr. Siegel, professor of 
pediatrics. When I finally realized the 
truth, I really didn’t care. It didn’t 
change the fact that I would still 
wake up to an abundant amount of 
presents under my Christmas tree, 
which, let's be honest, is really all 
that children care about. However, 

t he re a re d i f f e ren t op in ions 
surrounding the mystery man.

A clinical psychologist at the 
University of New England, Australia 
and co-author, Kathy McKay, says, 
“The Santa myth is such an involved 
lie, such a long-lasting one, between 
parents and children, that if a 
relationship is vulnerable, this may 
be the final straw.” Children may 
think that if their parents can lie so 
well about such a big, popular public 
figure, what else could they be lying 
about? Not only could the child now 
feel deceived, but also prevented 
from welcoming the spirit of the 
season.

However, some might say that 
kids believing in Santa is beneficial. 
When kids reach a certain age their 

b r a i n s e v e n t u a l l y m a k e t h e 
connection between fantasy and 
reality. The myth of Santa forces 
children to use their developing 
reasoning skills to evaluate the 
legend. Kids might even feel proud 
to have figured out the universal 
secret and feel important to now be 
in on it. In addition to being able to 
m a k e t h e c r i t i c a l c o g n i t i v e 
realization, kids will have enjoyed 
the good times they had while 
Santa, in their minds, was “real.” For 
example, writing letters to the all-
knowing man, sitting on his lap, and 
making cookies for him are all 
memories that can be remembered 
for years to come. Not believing in 
Santa would deprive them of the 
joyous experiences and memories.

Believing in 
Santa: Good 
or Bad?
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by Riley Dauber

As the Marve l c inemat ic 
universe goes, all the fans are most 
anticipating the release of Infinity 
Wars, which isn’t set to release until 
next May. In the meantime, Marvel is 
entertaining fans with two stand-
alone movies: Thor: Ragnarok and 
Black Panther. Thor: Ragnarok aired 
in theaters on November 2nd, and is 
still in theaters as of today.

So what’s the movie about? 
The movie opens on Thor (Chris 
Hemsworth), who is now in space 
after we last saw him fight Ultron in 
the second Avengers movie. He is 
told that Ragnarok, which is a threat 
to Asgard, is coming and will destroy 

Thor’s home if he doesn’t stop it. The 
god of lightning teams up with his 
a d o p t e d b r o t h e r, L o k i ( To m 
Hiddleston), and 
they are soon 
c a p t u r e d b y 
Valkyrie (Tessa 
Thompson) and 
taken to a new 
planet that is 
controlled by the 
G r a n d m a s t e r 
(Jeff Goldblum). 
O n t h e n e w 
planet, Thor is 
ordered to fight 
the undefeated 
champion, who 
turns out to be 
the Hulk, h is 
f o r m e r a l l y 
(Mark Ruffalo). After fighting the 
Hulk, Thor forms a team with Loki, 
Valkyrie, and the Hulk to defeat 
Ragnarok and Hela (Cate Blanchett), 
the heir of Asgard and the very one 
who wants to destroy Asgard.

Even though you may think only 
Marvel fans will enjoy this movie, I 
believe everyone will find something 

they like about it. The movie is 
action-packed with tons of comedy 
that was lacking from the first two 
Thor movies. It also featured some 
amazing characters, including old 
and new faces. Tom Hiddleston is an 

amazing Loki, while Mark Ruffalo as 
The Hulk and Chris Hemsworth as 
Thor have perfect comedic timing 

and work well together. 
The two new female 
characters, Valkyrie 
a n d H e l a , w e r e 
awesome! Every line 
Cate Blanchett said had 
amazing delivery, while 
Te s s a T h o m p s o n 
showed she could fight 
a l o n g s i d e t h e t w o 
powerful gods.
So, if you’re looking for 
a new movie to watch 
o v e r T h a n k s g i v i n g 
b r e a k , I h i g h l y 
recommend this movie! 
It was much better than 
t h e o t h e r M a r v e l 

releases this year and had enough 
comedy and action to please 
viewers. Even if you aren’t a Marvel 
fan, this is the perfect movie to start 
your obsession with!

Thor: 
Ragnarok 
Review

by Madison Pease

Family, turkey, stuffing, corn—
a l l a d d u p t o a t r a d i t i o n a l 
Thanksgiving day. Don't get me 
wrong, Thanksgiving is great but 
how abou t a F r i endsg i v i ng? 
Friendsgiving is a new arising 
holiday celebrated among mainly 
high school or college students. 

Inviting all of your close friends, 
gathering around the table, and 
enjoying a Thanksgiving dinner 
with the company of one another 
makes the perfect Friendsgiving. 
Not to mention you get two 

Thanksgiving meals! What's so great 
about a Friendsgiving meal is that it 
most definitely does not have to be 
the traditional Thanksgiving foods. 
Maybe you want to have a taco filled 
Thanksgiving or breakfast foods. 
Strictly desserts sounds good! 

Everybody brings their own dish 
so that you all have a variety of 
foods to eat and not one person is 

responsible for all of the cooking. Set 
up the table with some cute turkey 
decorations and huddle into the 
dining room, laugh, talk, and most 
importantly eat all you possibly can 
with your friends who certainly won't 
judge you for the amount of food 
you've consumed. Lucy Curran, 
Wyomissing senior, says, "I think it's 
good to celebrate the holidays with 
even more food and with more 
people than just your family. It's more 
fun with friends." In agreement, 
Elaina Gleason says, "Normally you 
have Thanksgiving with your family 
so it's nice to celebrate with your 

friends. Also it’s nice that you can 
switch the food up from traditional 
Thanksgiving foods." 

M o r e a n d m o r e p e o p l e 
celebrate Friendsgiving, forming it 
into a new holiday. Grace Kuhn feels 
that Friendsgiving is becoming more 
and more popular "because teens 
don't spend enough time together 
formally, so it is nice to have a formal 
get-together with all of your friends."  
So this year make sure that as well 
as celebrating with your family, you 
make take time to relax, unwind, and 
have a perfectly non-traditional 
Thanksgiving meal with your friends. 

Friendsgiving > 
Thanksgiving



       by Hayley Wells

Summer is supposed to be the 
season that paves the way to freedom 
as students are released from the evil 
clutches of their schools. The sun is 
always shining high in the vast blue 
sky, bathing nature in its golden rays 
and spreading warmth across the 
land. Refreshing breezes carrying the 
scent of blossoming flowers swirl 
through the leaf-filled tries where birds 
sing their songs. Pools are opening 
their gates to embrace the flow of 
people ready to wash away thoughts 
of school and work 
for the next couple of 
months and camping 
trips are set into 
m o t i o n . B e a c h 
vacations are all the 
rage with all kinds of 
people looking for 
that perfect summer 
tan. And you know 
what else summer 
has in store? Skin 
cancer. Mosquitos. 
Heatstroke. Annoying 
birds squawking too early in the 
morning. Summer assignments. Bad 
decisions. Several bucks off your 
bank account, just to name a few. 

The sun is at its brightest and 
most scorching during the summer. 
Some people see an opportunity to hit 
the beach and spend hours under the 

sun getting that perfectly bronze 
summer tan. Do you know what else 
you can get from soaking up all that 
sun? Cancer. That is what you get. 
Sun tanning and tanning beds are 
the number one leading causes for 
skin cancer. If you’re an active 

tanner, you could be going, “Pfft, yeah 
right. I can’t get skin cancer.” Simply 
because melanoma isn’t visible right 
away doesn’t necessarily mean it’s 
not present. It can lay dormant for 
years, waiting to pop up like that one 
irritating person you accidentally 
befriended in high school. Sure, 
enough sunblock and shade could 
so lve th is prob lem eas i ly but 
unfortunately the universe is not that 
way. Not only does summer time 
c o m e w i t h f r e e l y p a c k a g e d 
melanoma, but it also hands out 
heats t roke, no sh ipp ing pr ice 

required! Extensive exposure to high 
temperatures, which summer is more 
than happy to graciously provide, 
heightens the body’s temperature to 
dangerous levels that can result in, at 
best, delirium and vomiting which 
inevitably leads to dehydration. Not 
fun. Oh, but there’s more! At worst, it 

produces a lethal fever of 104 
degrees and a dangerously elevated 
heart rate.

Please, hold the applause. I’m 
not done yet. Sunburn, heat stroke, 
and cancer aren’t the only things that 
come alive and thrive in the summer. 
You might be able to find relief from 
the sun at night, but that doesn’t make 
summer time any more tolerable. 
There are also mosquitos that 
probably carry disease buzzing 
around leaving ugly, itchy welts on 
your skin that last for weeks at a time. 
No, thank you very much. Just 
imagine all the money you could save 
on bug spray if mosquitos just floated 
off the planet or something equally 
torturous. Then there’s the early birds 
and no, I don’t mean the expression. I 
mean the runner up for “Most 
Annoying Summer Creature” birds— 

the ones that think it’s okay to 
start collectively shrieking their 
lungs out at six in the morning 
when some people are trying to 
take advantage of the absence of 
school/work by sleeping in for as 
long as possible. Thanks to those 
birds, that is only going to happen 
sometime around never.
In addition to terrible weather 

conditions and downright irritating 
creatures, summer is just a cruel 
joke for schools to play on the 
students. They’re always told to 

look forward to the end of the year 
when school finally lets out for a few 
months, but anyone who made it to 
middle school can smell how empty 
that promise is like cigarette smoke in 
a closed car. Everybody knows that 
summer vacation in no way stops 
school from strapping a load of 

summer assignments to your back on 
the way out.

Summer is cut out to be this 
wonderful break from stress and 
school work, yet here it is following 
students, a shadow constantly putting 
a damper on any attempt at “fun.” 
Some people choose to get those 
assignments over and done with right 
away so they can enjoy their vacation, 
but then when they get back to 
school, they’re thrown into a test 
expec t i ng t hem to remember 
information from two months prior. 
Who’s going to actually remember any 
of that? Then there are the people 
who put off their assignments until the 
last week of vacation. At least the 
information is fresh in their minds for 
the upcoming tests, but that also 
means they spent an entire summer 
with that thin layer of stress slowly 
building in the back of their minds. 
That’s not healthy or vacation-y in the 
slightest. Who wants to do that either? 
Summer vacation is a joke. If 
anything, it’s more stressful than 
school because if an assignment slips 
your mind and you come to school on 
the first day without it done, then 
you’re making a bad first impression 
on your new teachers and starting off 
the school year with a bad grade. No 
one wins! 

Summer is the worst in every 
way! It’s too hot, there’s so much 
hypocrisy and false promising in the 
air it’s actually suffocating, too many 
inconsiderate insects and animals, 
and no motivation whatsoever to do 
anything school-related. Absolute 
misery.

Why Summer 
is the Worst 
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Girls Basketball Preview: High Hopes for the Upcoming Season 

by Courtney Mitchell

L a s t s e a s o n , d e s p i t e a n 
astonishing 21-1 regular season 
finish, the Wyomissing Spartan girls 
basketball team came up short in 
postseason and ended the season 
with a record of 22-4. Three years 
ago at this time, a group of twenty 
girls faced a new coaching staff. The 
Spartans had gone 5-16 the previous 
season and were looking to improve 
drastically with a talented group of 
ten freshmen and an experienced 
coaching staff. In the 2014-2015 
season, the Spartans did just that: 
They started improving and won the 
Berks III division title, and made the 
county tournament as well as the 
PIAA District 3 class 2A tournament. 

Each season, the Spartans have 
continued to improve and make it 
further in both the county tournament 
and district tournament. However, 
there is one thing still missing for this 
team: a championship banner in the 
gym.


After earning the first seed in the 
county tournament last season, the 
Spartans were optimistic that they 
would be able to win the tournament 
and hang the banner they had set out 
to earn two years before, but a 
devastating loss to the fifth seeded 
Wilson Bulldogs took away the 
chance a t hang ing a coun ty 
championship banner. A week and 
three days later, the Spartans played 
in the quarterfinals round of districts. 
In that time the Spartans needed to 
move forward from the loss against 

Wilson and prepare strongly for the 
district tournament. The lone senior 
from last year’s team, McKenna 
Brower was asked how the loss to 
W i l s o n affe c t e d h e r. B ro w e r 
responded, “Although losing in the 
semifinal round of counties last year 
was one of the worst feelings, it did 
not have any effect on my mentality 
going into districts. By the next 
morning I was fired up and refocused 
and more determined than ever to do 
well in districts.” Unfortunately, the 
Spartans were defeated by West 
P e r r y, 6 3 - 5 1 i n t h e d i s t r i c t 
quarterfinals. Next, the Spartans were 
in a win-or-go-home situation and 
faced York Suburban. Despite a 
strong contest, the Spartans were 
defeated 51-45 and did not make the 
state tournament. Senior starter 

Sidney Barrer felt that last season 
was not actually a success: “We did 
not reach our goal of putting a banner 
on the wall. We had success as a 
team, but in terms of reaching our 
goal we came up short.”


Current ly, the first official 
practice of the 2017-2018 season is 
just a couple of weeks away, and the 
Spartans are eager to begin. Losing 
only one starter from last year’s 22-4 
team, the Spartans are planning to 
use their high levels of experience to 
edge the competition. Myra Owens 
and Leah McAvoy, who averaged 27 
points per game combined, are 
expected to lead the team once again 
this year. Junior Jamie DiCarlo, who 
had eighteen of the Spartans’ 65 
three-point goals last season,
(continued on page 5)  
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(continued from page 4)
is expected to lead the team in made 
three-point shots again. In addition to 
DiCarlo, Sidney Barrer is anticipated 
to contribute a significant number of 
made three pointers as well. Kristy 
Bell, a senior point guard, is expected 
to have many assists and score off 
explosive drives to the basket. The 
Spartans will also rely on strong 
performances by Aubrey Brunner, 
Julia Herb, Megan Masano, and 
Courtney Mitchell. 

The Spartans are predicted to 
win the Berks III division for the fourth 
season in a row. However, Antietam 
and Kutztown could challenge the 
Spartans in the race for the division 
title. Antietam is led by one of the top 
players in the county, Paige Glovenski, 
who averaged 16.2 ppg last season as 
a sophomore. Kutztown is led by 
Greta Bankes, who averaged 13.0 ppg 
last season as a junior. This season 
the Spartans will face Berks Catholic 

and Twin Valley in what are expected 
to be two competitive games. In 
regards to the PIAA District 3 Class 4A 
tournament the Spartans should earn 
at least the fourth seed but 
could earn as high as the 
fi r s t s e e d i n t h e 
tournament. 

Senior Julia Herb 
w a s a s k e d o f h e r 
expectat ions for the 
season and responded, “I 
expect to have few losses 
in the regular season, 
p o t e n t i a l l y g o i n g 
u n d e f e a t e d . ” A s f o r 
postseason, she hopes to 
win counties and qualify 
for districts and states. 
Coaches, parents, friends, 
teachers, news reporters, and the 
community all have high expectations 
for the 2017-2018 Wyomissing 
Spartans girls basketball team, but no 
expectations are higher than the ones 

the team places on itself. Junior Jamie 
DiCarlo was asked the same question 
as Herb and responded similarly by 
saying, “I expect to go very far as long 

as we st ick 
together and 
focus on our 
overall goal to 
put a banner 
on the wall. I 
think this is 
our year to do 
it.” McKenna 
B r o w e r 
knows how it 
feels to go 
into a season 
w i t h h i g h 
expectations 

and pressure all 
around. However, Brower still has 
“very high expectations for the team. I 
am expecting an even better season 
than last year. I am expecting them to 
make it to the county final and not 

drop any games that should be won. I 
also think they will go far in districts 
and finally qualify for the state 
tournament.” Senior Leah McAvoy 
was asked what her expectation is for 
the upcoming season and what she 
wants to be able to feel when she 
looks back on this season. McAvoy 
answered ambitiously: “I expect to 
beat Berks Catholic. I expect to win 
counties and hang the banner up. I 
expect to make the state tournament, 
and I expect to be proud of the way 
we performed during our last season 
together.” 

Pressure and expectations are at 
an all-time high, but that is not going 
to set back this determined group of 
girls. For seven members of this team, 
it is the last opportunity to hang the 
banner they have been working hard 
to earn for four seasons. The Spartans 
open their season with Motivation 
High School on Friday, December 8 at 
Pottsgrove High School. 

   by Joe Cullen

This past August, I published a 
Chariot article called “7 Days, 7 
Mexican Food Restaurants: A Perfect 
Week.” I thought I had gotten the art of 
Mexican dining down to science–at 
least as much as any resident of Berks 
County can.  

For a restaurant to drive me to 
pursue all of the redundancies and 
extra work of a follow-up article is 
difficult. But with Let’s Taco Bout It, the 
combination of a friendly ambience 
with impressive food made me take the 

restaurant’s name literally. So, Let’s 
Taco Bout It. 

Shortly after returning to school, I 
decided to take a trip to Penn Avenue 
and try Let’s Taco Bout It. Its location 
among the fantastic restaurants on 
Penn Ave. foreshadowed that it would 
be an exquisite dining experience. 
Understanding this, I went in with high 
expectations–these expectations were 
more than met. 

Upon sitting down in the cozy 
restaurant, our amiable waiter brought 
us our menus. Unlike other sit-down 
Mexican restaurants, there were only a 
few menu options, creating a relatively 
streamlined menu. Though I was 
in i t i a l l y d i sappo in ted w i th the 
restaurant’s lack of variety, I later 
realized that its simplicity is one of its 
greatest strengths: Let’s Taco Bout It 
emphasizes quality over quantity, 
leading to a delightful if small menu. 

Additionally, the restaurant’s vibe 
made me feel at home. While small, 
the restaurant was cozy. But more 
importantly, its atmosphere was unique 
and enjoyable, as each table had a 
thumb-wrestling ring. A seemingly 
cheesy thumb-wrestling ring might 
appear tacky, but it gave the restaurant 
an open, fun ambience, rejecting the 
stuffiness of more formal restaurants. 

Though the restaurant’s chips are 
not a complimentary item, I did not let 
that deter me from ordering some. In 
doing so, I made a great choice. The 
chips themselves are average, but the 
accompanying salsas are anything but 
average. Their tastes–one is spicy, the 
other somewhat tangy–provide a 
flavorful kick to the nachos. 

More importantly, my entrée–the 
Dynasty Luchador, a tortilla filled with 
pork and grilled pineapple–exceeded 
all possible expectations. Combining 

the sweet taste of the pineapple with 
the savory pork, Let’s Taco Bout It 
masterfully created a delightful dish 
that left me wanting for more after each 
bite. Moreover, I praise Let’s Taco Bout 
It for its creativity: Pineapple is not a 
typical component of Mexican dishes, 
yet they seamlessly integrated it into 
the Dynasty Luchador. Its crunch 
meshed well with the pork, leaving 
pure pleasure on my tongue. 

Reconsidering my list if I inserted 
Let’s Taco Bout It, it would surely be 
#1. To receive that ranking over other 
great Mexican restaurants–Alebrije, 
Moe’s, etc.–is a testament to its overall 
exce l l ence . I t may no t be as 
established as its other Mexican 
restaurant peers, but it matches and 
exceeds them in every other category. 
Not going to Let’s Taco Bout It would 
be nacho best idea. 

An Addendum to 
My Mexican 
Food Week

   by Ben Kuhn

Long John Cosmo, a distant 
cousin of the infamous Boo Radley, 
was considered a maverick of sorts, as 
his hindquarters had a mind of their 
own at times of intense emotion, 
without any regard for his convoluted 
ego. Much like quenching the thirst of 
the bed sheets in one’s earliest years, it 
was expected by most, especially by 
Long John Cosmos’ mother, that the 
boy would outgrow his atrocious habit. 
This notion, however, proved to be 

bogus as the boy couldn’t evade his 
compulsion, not even for the first day 
of the first grade. Miss Fuhlsend had 
instructed the class to write a 
sentence on the blackboard about 
whatever they wanted, and Long 

John Cosmo had managed to construct 
a compound sentence, much to the 
exuberance of his instructor. After 
soaking in a shower of praise, he felt it 
starting again; it happened whenever 
he got excited beyond his means of 
self-control. Before he could stop 
himself, Long John Cosmo’s pants 
were perched upon his ankles, 
revealing his swanky, grey Long Johns, 
which hugged his quadriceps tightly. 
His hips began swaying every which 
way in a vigorous and violent motion, 
knocking over desks and chairs like 

category 5 hurricanes. He twirled 
around the room, Long Johns on full 
display, in a whirlwind of jouncing 
posterior. After his excitement was 
drained, Long John Cosmo took stock 
of the damage he had done: three 
splintered desks, five twisted chairs, 
one cracked blackboard, and nineteen 
terrorized faces. In horror, the boy 
pulled up his trousers and dashed out 
of the school, refusing to slow until he 
reached his dwelling. Long John 
Cosmo’s mother acknowledged him 
with a knowing look, perturbed that her 
son would never be able to thrive 
among outsiders. Thus she decided to 
homeschool the boy, setting aside a 
“power room” for him to flail and gyrate 
his proud hips as he flaunted his skin-
tight Long Johns. From that point 

forward, Long John Cosmo kept the 
house spic-and-span, cooked twelve 
meals a day (three for eating), ironed 
every stitch of clothing he could find, 
and fled to his power room daily, at 
times of great emotion, to whirl his hips 
turbulently about and prance jubilantly 
in his unyielding Long Johns. It would 
have been a long and fruitful life if the 
power room hadn’t fragmented the 
house’s structural beams to its core, as 
the house folded in on itself, taking 
Long John Cosmo’s life with it. Rumors 
live on today about this fabled figure; it 
is said that he still quivers his Long 
Johns-bearing hindquarters about in 
his tomb every night, much to the fright 
of his startled ex-classmates who met 
him on the first day of first grade.

The Ballad of 
Long John Cosmo
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